Adult T-cell leukemia with multiple lymphomatous polyposis of the gastrointestinal tract.
A rare case of adult T-cell leukemia (ATL) in which multiple lymphomatous polyposis (MLP) was revealed throughout the entire gastrointestinal tract is reported here. The polypectomy specimens taken from the rectum revealed infiltration of neoplastic T-cells, the integration of HTLV-1 proviral DNA, and increased CD4 (OKT4) and CD25 (IL-2R) cells. The analysis of surface markers of the lymphocytes from polypoid lesions may be useful for elucidating cell tropism and homing properties in the gastrointestinal tract. Although MLP has always been associated with B-cell lymphoma in the Western world, it is important for clinicians and pathologists to be aware that MLP may be caused by the infiltration of ATL cells.